THE JOURNAL OF THE BEARLY MADE IT SKYDIVE SQUAD, THE INTERNATIDNAL BROTHER AND
‘SISETERHGDD OF PARACHUTING FAUNA AND THE U.K. TED DEVILS.POLITICALLY INCORRECT AND
MINDLESS DRIVEL CONTENT REGULARLY EXCEEDS GOVT. SAFETY LIMITS, BUT WE DONT GIVE A TOSS.

kTIS THE SEA?UN T0 BE SILLY. TRA,LA,LA,LA,..LA,LA,LA...LAHHH! The silly season, you
now, that timeof the year when the papers and the odd Parafauna Journal are so str-

apped for news,that they seize on any load of old Tosh -
: A no matt '
1= A g Vou ‘dont belisve Us Z.......Read Oﬂ-u.......,z__D matter how daft or silly it

Red Berets grounded

THE Parachute Regiment
has been forced to cancel
exercises and training
because it does not have
enough parachutes.

A Ministry of Defence
spokesman admitted last
night that the recently priva-
tised packing operation for
the parachutes had ‘‘fallen
behind’’, resulting in “‘short-
ages of availability”’ for sev-
eral units.

Urgent discussions are
underway to solve the prob-
lem, but the Mol insisted
that the Paras could still
meet all their operational
cominitments.

One Para officer said: " At
the moment we are getting
roughly a third of what we
should be getting. Basic
parachute courses have had
to be cancelled, a lot of units
have lost their continuation
parachute training and some
are struggling to achieve
their tactical training.

“Every airborne soldier is
required to make four
descents a year to remain cur-
rent. But this year, some units
will be lucky to get one.”

Units are experiencing
varying degrees of difficulty,
with the worst problems
found in the two Territorial
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Army Para batallions, one of
which, 10 Para, is facing dis-
ruption to its main exercise of
the vear. Senior regular offi-
cers, however, confirmed that
the shortage was a problem
across the Parachute Regi-
ment.

Each time a parachute is
opened for a jump, it must be
repacked by specialists before
it can be used again. Until
three years ago this work was
carried out by servicemen at
Hullavington in Wiltshire, but
it was then handed over to a
private company, Irvin Aero-
space, which also makes the
parachutes.

“Irvin’s aren't employing
enongh people to pack the
parachutes,” another Para
officer said. “They worked
out the average demand and
put their capacity on-line 1o
meet that. But this year
demand has been higher than
the average.”

Irvin Aerospace, based in
Letchworth, Herts, refused
to comment, but an MoD
spokesman said: ““We are in
discussion at the moment
with the company over 4
series of ‘get well' measures.

Brigade-level exercises, the
largest regularly undertaken
Ly the Paras, had all gone as
planned and a jump into
Albania last month during a
Nato exercise had also taken
place.

The three regular Para
batallions are being forced to
abandon many company-
level exercises and so-called

“eontinuation training'’ —
refresher jumps for individ-
ual soldiers. Some large
exercises are also being
scaled down.

“Some units have called
off planned jumps for
reasons best known to them-
selves,' the ministry spokes-
man said. ““There is an
impression at unit level that
it’s because of the parachute
shortage bul that is not the
case.”

We are looking at various re-
sponses to get back onto a
normal footing, such as
recruitment of -more packers
and extra overtime. We hope
to have the problems
resolved before Christmas.”

The MoD insisted that any

" shortages were “not critical”’

and that operational capabil-
ity had not been affected.

But one Para officer said:
*If I had mucked up like this,
I would have been severely
reprimanded. There has
been a lot of shrugging of
shoulders. No one has said
that you have got to get this
sorted out.”

The shortages began to be
felt in the spring, when
demand for parachute train-
ing increases because of
improving weather
conditions.

The problem has been
exacerbated by the with-
drawal trom service of the
Army’s old “PX'" parachute
in favour of the “LLP”" or
low-level parachute. Until
last year, units without
enough LLPs could practice
on the PX, but that option is
no longer available to them.



IF YOU THOUGHT THAT THE PARACUTICALLY CHALLANGED PARATROOPS PIECE WAS EXTREMELY
SILLY,WAIT,IT GETS WORSE AND EVEN SILLIER, COP THESE PIECES BELOW.......o......

By ROBIN PERRIE

RESCUERS raced to save a
“parachutist” blown out to
sea and found...a giant

Mickey Mouse balloon.

The £40,000 operation was
launched after a passer-by
mistook the 4ft 6in inflatable
for a skydiver in trouble.

In fact, the balloon belonged to
Jennifer Brown, six —who [ost it
when a gust of wind blew it out
of her house in Sunderland. Two
helicopters. two lifeboats and two
passing ships joined the search

£40,000 to

rescue a toy

and found the helium-filled bal-
loon four miles out to sea.

By chance, one lifeboatman was
a family friend and recognised
the toy as Jennifer’s.

Jennifer said: "I said a prayer
and Mickey came back! I gave
him a hug. Now Mam has tied
him to my bed for safety.”

BALLOONACY

Safe . .. Mickey with Jennifer

0.K. So the
world is, as alwa-
¥s going raving
barmy, but this
Balloonacy bit re-
minds us of what
happened a few
yvears back, when
some publicly min-
ded citizens, alr-
ight, Macrame Kni-
tting, wooly brai-
ned Idiots at a
fly in got it into
their addled pates
that some Dropniks
were actually dr-
opping real live
Hume Toddlers from
Kites by Parachute

TERROR OF
DANGLING

Talk about putt-

ing Two and Two together and getting Fortythree, wer'nt in it. These Dummies had to
have the whole thing explained to them in great detail before they were convinced
that the friendly local Dropniks were not indulging in something wery nefarious.

The Bottom line of all this though,as usual, some silly sod throws a wobbly, and

PARA GIRL

A GIRL parascender was
left dangling 100ft above
the sea after the speed-
boat towing her suddenly
capsized and sank.

The woman - who
cannot swim - used her
parachute and the strong

winds to keep herself
above the waves until
she was rescued by a

lifeboat.

Her harness was still
attached to the boat as it
sank, and a lifeboat
spokesman said: “She
was very lucky,

“The water was shal-
low so she wasn't
dragged under when the
boat sank."

The speedboat driver —
taking part in a charity
event — was helped to
safety by a beach life-
guard in Clacton, Essex.

along as a

instead of the

Mascot. Lets hope that this Ted does'nt suffer the same fate as the other
one. Hang about, the end bit about Brandreth being strapped to the Bow of the boat
Ted, hmmm, hows about Bullimore being strapped to the Bow along with
"silly Sweaters" and let the Ted sail the Boat, could do no worse, YOO WOT!

Bobs Yer Uncle, the Great British Taxpayer has.to pick up the Tab. But, I hear you
say "Better safe than Sorry"Yes, but apart from putting the Rescuers lives at risk
un-neccsarily, the prospect of a Forty Grand Tab, could inject a modicum of common

sense, Know what I mean Harry?.

The Dangling Para Girl can thank her lucky stars that her Tow Boat did'nt go down
in deeper water, though it must have been funny to see her apparently attached to
sod all. Havig seen the odd Parafauna splash into the 'Oggin, its amazing just how
non buoyant a chute, some plush and the odd hit of kapok can be. Yes, we know that
Humes are mainly waterproof, otherwise they'd have holes in their Big toes to let
the water drain out, but even sa, being attached to a boat
thats heading for Davy Joneses Locker, whilst being wrapp-
in a Ripstop Shroud, aint nobodies idea of fun.

GYLES BRANDRETH's
Teddy Bear Museum
celebrates its 10th
anniversary this month with
the star of the party being
Tony Blair's teddy, Lynton.
Other bears include those
belonging to Darmne Barbara
Cartland, Prince Philip and
Neil Kinnock. But Lynton's
position as star atiraction
looks threatened.

For he has just been joined
by Horatio. This bear is to he
the new mascot for Tony
Bullitnore, the yachtsman
who, despite failing to sail

The piece about Gyles (nobody has sillier sweaters than
me) Brandreth's Teddy Bear Museum is, on the face of it only
slightly silly. However we are disturbed to see that Tony
(I'm ashele lucky) Bulliimore, after his previous narrow
escape, which ended with the Drowning of one of our Bret-
heren (BOD,HISS) fully intends to take another hapless Ted

Not sure if

B BALLOON pilot Barry Newman took to the
air dressed as a teddy bear o raise money for the
_Cancer Research Campaign. He was promot-
ing the Flying Teddy Bears which were being sold
at Northampton's Balloon festival. To get further
details of Cancer Research Campaign activities

on 01582 764832,

the Hume dressed as a Ted, Piloting a Hot Air Balloon is a first,
Bearing in mind that we beieve your erstwhile founder Fredbear was the first Teddy
to succesfully jump(thrown actually)by Parachute from a Hot Air Balloon way back.

around the world, is to have
another go. “Horatio will
stay with us until his
attempt Lo become the first
single-pawed round the
world yacht's bear.” [ am
told by an ever-amusing
Brandreth. “'His predecessor
sadly drowned during the
attempt last year.”

Some observers are
suggesting that Brandreth be
the mascot and strapped to
the bow. This is unkind.

in Nineteen Eightyfreezing stiff.
However, be that as it may a Teddy Ballo-
on Pilot is only ever so slightly silly,
especially as it was in connection with
trying to raise some much needed funds
for a very worthy cause. All together
AAHHHHHH !

now , Gordon Bennett......... .



AN RAF helicopter last night
rescued a para-glider pilot who
had crash-landed in a 70ft tree,
Police and firemen were unable
earlier to reach the flier, who
was stuck in a tree canopy at
Selsley, near Stroud, Glos. The
helicopter; from RAF Chivenor,
Devon, lowered its winchman,

Mick Crawford, 200£t to the
flier, Andy Lee, 33, who was
unhurt. After cutting the
pilot’s lines, the winchman
brought him safely to the
ground. Once on the ground,
Mr Lee, of Hatherley,
Cheltenham, Glos, headed for

the nearest pub. “After that, I

need a pint and I've promised
to buy one for the RAF

winchmxa,” he said. “The flight
went fine until I was caught by
a gust of wind coming down. It
blew me into the tree-top and 1
couldn’t move. It hasn't put me

off para-gliding. I shall be up
again next week."”

the
but
the
on,

Land of the Rising Sun,
he hopes they'll stuff

Jolly old rag, stick one
and WATCH THE SUCKER FLY

To which we can only add

AMEN to that and

no jokes

about Pissed as a Pudding
WAMI KAZI Parafauna, YOD WOT






